Common Core State Standards for Writing and Language Arts
Adopted by Wisconsin and 48 states as of June, 2010

Implementing for curricular and instructional guidance . . . and common assessment   
Started with backward design from College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing, then determined expectations for each level to reach.  
Key Expectations for Writing and Language Arts
Writing Standards:

1.  Text types and purposes

argument

informative/explanatory

narrative

research (section of its own)
2.  Production and distribution of writing 

adult guidance, collaboration

technology

typing skills to do three pages in single sitting
3.  Research process to answer question(s) from several sources 

gather

assess credibility/relevance

use without plagiarism 
draw from evidence to support analysis, reflection, research answers. 

4.  Range of writing:  
extended to short time frames

range of tasks, purposes, audiences
Language Standards:

1. Conventions when writing or speaking

grammar

usage

capitalization

punctuation

spelling

2. Knowledge of language

use language and conventions when writing

vary for meaning, interest, style

consistent style and tone
3. Vocabulary acquisition and use

strategies for unknown words, meanings

vocabulary level

WKCE-CRT Proficiency Level Descriptions and Scale Score Ranges

Language Arts

Grade 4 Proficiency:  
topic sentence + brief paragraph

editing

identify:

complete sentences

subject-verb agreement

comparative adjectives and adverbs
Grade 8 Proficiency

state and support opinion in brief paragraph

identify topic/detail sentences

add, delete, reorganize sentences for coherence

combine sentence/ideas for compound or subordination

edit grammar, usage, verb formation, sentence formation

distinguish correct/incorrect grammar

Grade 10 Proficiency

determine appropriate reference material and methods for gathering and documenting

when preparing to write

compose response showing adequate control of purpose, focus, organization,

coherence, content development, sentence fluency, words choice

improve coherence through inserting detail, removing off-topic content

appropriate conclusion sentence

sentence combining for clarity or removing redundancy

revising for consistent style and tone

correcting errors including verb formation and grammar

editing fragments and run-ons
